The Ruling for Giving Donations to Islamic Websites

The following is a fatwa from Sheikh Faisal al-Mawlawi who responds to a question
about the ruling for giving zakaat to the website http://www.islam-online.net

Summary:

1. Websites on the Internet are new frontiers for the da’i for the dissemination and in
the defense of Islam. It is in fact certain that its potential for da’'wah is very huge
and at a level that was not possible before.

2. Websites are one of the many ways of doing da'wah and calling others to the
worship of Allah. The Sheikh explains that it is included in fi sabilillah whereby it is
allowable to give zakaat. It is also an important deed, even more so in our current
times.

3. The Sheikh explains that he is included in the current fugaha' who have ruled that
the da’'wah is included in the definition of fi sabilillah and therefore zakaat is
allowable for da'wah groups (the consensus of the ulama’ say that fi sabilillah is
defined as jihad in war).

4. The Sheikh also say that money which is mashbuh (undetermined status as to
whether it is halaal or haraam) or money which is outright haraam (such as bank
interest) may be donated for the cause of building websites for da’'wah or other
related work. This is because money which is defined as mashbuh or haraam cannot
be owned by its owner and it has to be spent for the public or donated to the poor.
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